Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting (DCCS)



Retreat 2003 Planning Meeting
Minutes of Meeting
Date of Meeting:   August 6, 2003

Date of Report:  August 8, 2003

Location:  St. Thomas More Parish Conference Room, Houston, TX

Reported by:  Bill O’Reilly
Attendees:
Mary Jones

Robert VanVickle



Tim Hartnett

Peggy Spangler


Msgr. Bill Young
Charley Raimond



Bill O’Reilly
A meeting was held to plan the 2003 DCCS Boy Scout Catholic Retreat.  The following items were discussed:

1. Bill O’Reilly gave an overview of the Program Schedule including the general schedule for the AAD and the Pius XII programs.  It is similar to the 2002 program except that there is now a third program for the non-AAD, non-Pius XII candidate program scouts.  The third program will be based on Camporee style Scout Skill events and will run from  8:45 AM until Noon and then from 1:15 pm until; 4:15 pm.  A special feature for the AAD program scouts id that they will be able to do the Scout Skill events between 10:50 AM and noon and again between 3:15 PM and 4:15 PM.

2. A review of the religious teaching portion of the AAD program was done.  The proposed program, based on the theme:  Behold Mary, Mother of Christ, envisioned three stations for teaching/discussion of the Luminescent, Sorroful and Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary.  The fourth session was to be a discussion on “How can we as Scouts improve our devotion to God through Mary?”  In addition, somewhat separately to the four AAD sessions, Scouts could work on receiving the NCCS patch for the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary by answering a number of questions on the Joyful Mysteries and paying for the patch ($4).  It was recommended that the four sessions should cover the four sets of the Mysteries of the Rosary and the question on How the Scouts improve their devotion could be addressed in each session.  This will allow for some teaching on the Joyful Mysteries before the Scout tries to answer NCCS questions on the Joyful Mysteries for the NCCS patch.  Tim Hartnett will work with Phil Rynn to finalize the AAD program.
3. Presently a split of the AAD Candidates into four groups is envisioned with two of the four groups listening to the Session I topic and two groups listening to the Session II topics (Similar to 2002).  This would be repeated in the afternoon with Sessions III and IV.  The AAD Sessions would be held on the bleachers near Long Lake, in the Nature lodge and two in the covered area near the swimming pool.  If rain becomes a factor, the AAD Candidates may be broken down into three (or two) groups and the Sessions would be held in the Nature Loge and in the covered area near the pool.
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4. The Scouting portion of the Retreat program was reviewed along with the indication of the Troops/Crews that volunteered to help.  Troop/Crew 1003, Helen Soto agreed to help run the Friday night campfire and the Saturday Camporee type activities.  Fabian Guerra and Troop 1283 agreed to help run the Camporee style program.  And Mike Kasper and Troop 928 have agreed to assist with the running of the Retreat (Flag Ceremonies, Meals, set-up, etc.), run the set-up and operation of the three-rope bridge and help with the Scout skill activities.  The tentative schedule and brief description of the Camporee style Scout skills are attached to these minutes. The current plan is to have the Camporee style activities in the field across from the James West area (other side of Trading Post).  If it rains, the Camporee activities will be held inside the Dining Hall.
5. Mary Jones, Retreat Registration, and Erich Wolz, DCCS Webmaster, will need to get together to go over the electronic Retreat registration procedures, etc., from the DCCS website. A recommendation was made to keep a record of which Scouts in the AAD and the Pius XII program attended the Retreat.  This was suggested so that the organizers of the January Lock-in would know how many AAD and Pius XII attendees to prepare for (pizzas, etc.).  Also it was suggested that the AAD and Pius XII indicate how many Scouts were missing from the Retreat who would be at the Lock-in.  (Note:  We might want to make lists for AAD and Pius XII Candidates at 
6. There was agreement that 100 NCCS Rosary patches will be ordered at $3.50 per patch.  If the demand is greater than 100 patches, the Scouts name and address will be taken and the patch would be sent to him.

7. It was agreed that the same style of ring rosary from last year would be used.  The price is $0.70 per ring rosary w/o tax.  WFOR currently has about 100 from last year and will get another 125 for this year.

8. The Pius XII program will have two cases (24 each) of Bibles.  It was assumed that this was enough for this year. Robert Van Vickle agreed to again bring the sound system for Mass.  In addition, Robert will try to bring a bullhorn.
9. The following tasks need to be done:
a. Final check on Camp Strake facilities with Roy Wallace – John  Sherman
b. Purchase additional Rosary Rings – Bill O’Reilly

c. Purchase 100 NCCS Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary patch – Bill and Melvin Hart

d. Request mowing of the grass at Eagle’s Nest close to weekend of the Retreat, also the field at James West area and the area near the swimming pool – John & Bill
e. Make contact with Seminarians through Father Cahill – John, Bill, Charley Raimond
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9.   The following tasks need to be done (Continued):
f. Make an alternate AAD teaching plan is Seminarians are not available -  Tim Hartnett and Phil Rynn
g. Set up emergency call list – Bill
h. Get Walkie-Talkies from Andre – Bill
i. Borrow water containers from Camp Strake - Robert Van Vickle
j. Campfire program review – Helen Soto and Bill O’Reilly
k. Scout activities review – Bill, Fabian Guerra and Mike Kasper
l. Request donations from Knights of Columbus – Bill with Melvin Hart
m. Award discussion – Bill with John Pepperday
10. Attachments:

a.   Meeting Agenda

a. List of Retreat Volunteers (with contact information)
b. Retreat Program Package
c. Details of the Camporee Style Scout Skills

