
ADULT LEADERSHIP 
 Each Cub Scout Den and Webelos Scout Den and 
each chartered Cub Scout Pack, Boy Scout Troop, Varsity 
Scout Team and Venturing Crew shall have one leader, 21 
years of age or older, who shall be registered and serve as 
the unit or den leader. A unit leader may not serve 
simultaneously in any other position within the same unit. 
The head of the chartered organization or chartered 
organization representative and the local council must 
approve the registration of the unit or den leader on the 
appropriate form. 

    Primary reference: Rules and Regulations of the Boy Scouts of        
America. 

 
LEADERSHIP REQUIREMENTS FOR TRIPS AND 
OUTINGS 
1. Two-deep leadership: 

Two registered adult leaders, or one registered adult and 
a parent of a participating Scout, one of whom must be at 
least 21 years of age or older, are required for all trips or 
outings. There are a few instances, such as patrol 
activities, when no adult leadership is required.  Coed 
overnight activities require male and female adult 
leaders, both of whom must be 21 years of age or older, 
and one of whom must be a registered member of the 
BSA. 

2. During transportation to and from planned Scout outings. 
a. Meet for departure at a designated area. 
b. Prearrange a schedule for periodic check-point 

stops as a group. 
c. Plan a daily destination point. 

A common departure site and a daily destination point are a 
must. If you cannot provide two adults for each vehicle, the 
minimum required is one adult and two or more youth 
members-never one on one. 

3. Safety rule of four: 
No fewer than four individuals (always with the minimum 
of two adults) go on any back-country expedition or 

campout. If an accident occurs, one person stays with injured 
and two go for help. Additional adult leadership requirements 
must reflect an awareness of such factors as size and skill 
level of the group, anticipated environmental conditions and 
overall degree of challenge. 

4. Male and female leaders require separate sleeping 
facilities. Married couples may share the same quarters if 
appropriate facilities are available. 

5. Male and female youth participants will not share the 
same sleeping facility. 

6. Single-room or dormitory-type accommodations for 
Scouting units: Adults and youth of the same gender may 
occupy dormitory or single-room accommodations, 
provided there is a minimum of two adults and four 
youth. A minimum of one of the adults is required to be 
youth-protection trained. Adults must establish 
separation barriers or privacy zones such as a temporary 
blanket or sheet walls in order to keep their sleeping area 
and dressing area separated from the youth area. 

7. When staying in tents, no youth will stay in the tent of an 
adult other than his or her parent or guardian. 

8. If shower and latrine and latrine facilities are not available, 
separate times for male and female use should be scheduled 
and posted for showers. The buddy system should be used for 
latrines by having one person wait outside the entrance, or 
provide Occupied and Unoccupied signs and/or inside door 
latches. 
Adult leaders need to respect the privacy of youth members 
in situations where the youth are changing clothes or taking 
showers, and intrude only to the extent that health and safety 
require. Adults also need to protect their own privacy in 
similar situations. 

9. Two- deep adult leadership is required for flying 
activities. For basic orientation flights, the adult licensed pilot 
in control of the aircraft is sufficient for the flight while two-
deep leadership is maintained on the ground. 

 

CAMPING 
AGE GUIDELINES 
The Boy Scouts of America has established the following guidelines 
for its members' participation in camping activities: 

 Overnight camping by Tiger, Wolf, and Bear Cub Scouts 
dens is not approved, and certificates of liability insurance 
will not be provided by the Boy Scouts of America. 

 Tiger Cubs may participate in boy-parent excursions, day 
camps, pack overnighters, or council-organized family 
camping. 

 Wolf and Bear Cub Scouts and Webelos Scouts may 
participate in a resident overnight camping program 
operating under BSA National Camp School-trained 
leadership and managed by the council. 

 A Webelos Scout may participate in overnight den camping 
when supervised by an adult. It is essential that each 
Webelos Scout be under the supervision of a parent-
approved adult. Joint Webelos den-troop campouts 
including the parents of the Webelos Scouts are encouraged 
to strengthen ties between the pack and troop. Den leaders, 
pack leaders, and parents are expected to accompany the 
boys on approved trips. 

 All Scouts registered in Boy Scout troops are eligible to 
participate in troop or patrol overnight campouts, 
camporees, and resident camps. 

 Boy scouts and Varsity Scouts 12 through 17 are eligible to 
participate in national jamborees. Boy Scouts and Varsity 
scouts 13 through 17 are also eligible to participate in 
world jamborees and high-adventure programs. 

 All youth registered in Venturing are eligible to participate 
in crew, district, council, and national Venturing activities 
as well as national high-adventure programs and world 
jamborees. Venturers are eligible to participate in Boy 
Scout resident camp, but they must be multiple registered 
with a Boy Scout troop and attending with the troop. 

If a well-meaning leader brings along a child who does not meet 
these age guidelines, disservice is done to the unit because of 
distractions often caused by younger children. A disservice is 
also done to the child, who is not trained to participate in such 
an activity and who, as a nonmember of the group, may be 
ignored by the older campers. 
 

FAMILY CAMPING 
Family camping: an outdoor camping experience, other than 
resident camping, that involves Cub Scouting, Boy Scouting, or 
Venturing program elements in overnight settings with two or 
more family members, including at least one BSA member of that 
family. Parents are responsible for the supervision of their 
children, and Youth Protection guidelines apply. 
 

Recreational family camping: when Scouting families camp as a 
family unit outside of an organized program. It is a 
nonstructured camping experience, but is conducted within a 
Scouting framework on local council-owned or –managed 
property. Local councils may have family camping grounds 
available for rental at reasonable rates. Other resources may include 
equipment, information, and training.  
 
Cub Scout Overnight Opportunities 
Cub Scouts may experience overnight activities in venues other 
that accredited resident camping. There are two categories of 
Cub Scout overnighters: 
Council-Organized Family Camp 
 
Council-organized family camps are overnight events involving 
more than one pack. The local council provides all of the 
elements of the outdoor experience, such as staffing, food service, 
housing, and program. These are often referred to as Parent/Pal 
or Adventure weekends. Council-organized family camps should 
be conducted by trained leaders at sites approved by the local 
council. In most cases, the youth members will be under the 
supervision of a parent or guardian. In all cases, each youth 
participant is responsible to a specific adult. 
 
Overnight activities involving more than one pack must be 
approved by the council. Council-organized family camps must 
be conducted in accordance with established standards as given 
in National Standards for Council Family Camping, No. 13-408 
 
Pack Overnighters 
These are pack-organized overnight events involving  more than 
one family from a single pack, focused on age-appropriate Cub 
Scout activities and conducted at council-approved locations 
(councils use Site Standards Approval, No. 13-508). If non-
members (siblings) participate, the event must be structured 
accordingly to accommodate them. BSA health and safety and 
youth protection guidelines apply. In most cases, each youth 
member will be under the supervision of a parent or guardian. In all 
cases, each youth participant is responsible to a specific adult. 
 
At least one adult on a pack overnighter must have completed 
Basic Adult Leader Outdoor Orientation (BALOO, No. 34162A) 
to properly understand the importance of program intent, youth 
protection guidelines, health and safety, site selection, age-
appropriate activities, and sufficient adult participation. Permits 
for campouts shall be issued locally. Packs use Local Tour Permit 
Application, No. 34426B. 

 

Reference: Sam Houston Area Council Camping Committee 
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TOTALS TOTALS

A ROSTER OF EVERYONE ATTENDING CAMP MUST BE TURNED INTO THE RANGER OR CAMPMASTER EITHER AT CHECK-
IN OR BY 5:00 PM ON SATURDAY.

SAM HOUSTON AREA COUNCIL BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

See Sample Roster DOES NOT PROVIDE INSURANCE FOR NON-REGISTERED

GUEST.

LEADERS - CHECK LIST - Are you Prepared?
[ ] TWO-DEEP LEADERSHIP
[ ] YOUTH PROTECTION TRAINING
[ ] ROSTER READY FOR CHECK-IN
[ ] READ AND UNDERSTANDS RULES
[ ] HAVE REQUESTED SERVICE PROJECT
[ ] PROGRAM PLANNED
[ ] PLANS TO ARRIVE BEFORE GROUP

(X ) (X ) ( X ) ( X ) ( X ) (X  )
X BILL  SCOUT X X X

X BOBBY SCOUT X X
X NANCY DREW X X X

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

Leader in Camp: ________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City, ST, Zip: __________________________________                                            (Date & Time)

SHORT TERM CAMPING ROSTER
Number of people: __________________________
Service Project: ____________________________

Programs: ________________________________
________________________________________

UNIT ROSTER AND NON-REGISTERED GUEST.

Night Phone: (_____) ___________________________
Day Phone: (_____) ____________________________

                                                                                                                           (Date & Time)                                   (Date & Time)
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This reservation was taken on: ________________________

Unit Type & No. _____________ District _____________ Arrival _________________ Departure ________________

[ ] PLANS TO DEPART AFTER GROUP
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